
The Last Will and Testament of John L. Smith: 
In the name of God Amen, I John L. Smith of the County of Cocke and State of Tennessee being 

admonished by the advance of age and declining health that it is appointed that man shall die, 

whilst of sound mind I do make and ordain this my last will and testament for the disposition of 

such wordly goods as it has pleased God to give me. 

In the first place my will and direction to my executor herein after appointed is that he shall have 

my body buried in a decent christian manner and pay the expense out of my estate. 

2
nd

 pay all my just debts out of my estate. 

3
rd

 To my beloved wife, Ellenor Martha Smith and the heirs of her body by me begotten. I will 

and bequeath the lower end of the farm on which I now reside from a line commencing on a 

sugar tree stump on the original line near a branch and in a hollow and running a direct course up 

a steep hill in a northwesterly direction until it intersects the original line. 

I further direct that in case she should contract another marriage after my death she shall hereby 

forefeit her interest in this bequest and the same shall there upon revert to the children above 

referred to. 

4
th

 I give and bequeath to my beloved sons Francis M. Smith and John M. Smith the remaining 

portion of my farm not included in bequest No. 3 provided that they shall pay to each of my 

remaining heirs to wit: Aiden Smith, Nancy Fox, Thomas Smith, George Smith, Lydia Tally, 

James Smith, Dorcas Smith the sum of forty four and one half dollars. 

5
th

 I further will and bequeath to my beloved wife all my personal property except one bed and 

bedding which shall be sold for the advantage of my other children mentioned in the 4th clause 

above. 

I also direct that out of the monies owing to me all my just debts shall be paid and the remainder 

shall be turned over to my wife for the use of her and her children. 

She shall also have timber sufficient to keep up the fencing on her end of the farm for which no 

charge shall be made by the other legalies herein mentioned. 

And I hereby constitute and appoint my beloved sons in whom I have implecit faith and 

confidence Francis M. Smith and John M. Smith my joint executors of this my last will and 

testament and do hereby revoke recall all former wills and testaments made by me declaring the 

same will and void and establishing this my last the only and genuine. 

In witness whereof I have to this instrument affixed my seal and signature this the 28th day of 

December A.D. 1882. 

John L. (X) Smith 

J.J. Shields - Attest 

J.R. Smith 



sources: Cocke Co., TN & Its People and an article by Eddith Emma Smith Johnson - 1970's 

 


